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The  following  report  on  an  unidentified  flying  objeot  was  obtained  from 
the  IhoDill  Flight  Serrioe  Center  as  the  result  of  a sighting  reported  to 
that  agenoy. 
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THIS  DOCUMENT  CONTAINS  INFORMATION  AFFECTING  THE  NATIONAL  OFFENSE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  WITHIN  THE  MEANING  OF  THE  ESPIONAGE  ACT.  SO  U S C - 
St  AMD  &.  AS  AMENDED.  ITS  TRANSMISSION  OR  THE  REVELATION  OF  ITS  CONTENTS  IN  ANY  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTHORIZED  PERSON  IS  PROHIBITED  BY  LAW. 
IT  MAY  NOT  BE  REPRODUCED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART.  BY  OTHER  fNAN  UNITED  STATES  AJVORCE  AGENCIES.  EXCEPT  BY  PERMISSION  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF 
IMTCLUGCNCL  USAFf  ^ ^ 
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g.  The  sighting  of  tho  unidontifiod  objoot  was  roportod  to 
Ta^a  Approach  Control,  Tsnpa,  Florida  by  tho  pilot  of  Eastern  Airlines 
Flight  609,  Eastern  Airlines  Flight  265  and  AF-7755,  a B-29.  Eaoh  re- 
ported the  objoot  prooeeding  on  a straight  oourse  in  a westerly  direotion. 

h.  The  Jaoksottrille  Air  Route  Traffio  Control  Center  possesses 
tho  abore  information  as  it  was  relayed  to  them  by  Tampa  Approach  Control. 

2.  Report  is  submitted  for  information  and  consideration  by  higher 
headquarters.  'Ho  further  investigative  aotion  was  taken  at  this  level. 
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9 February  1950 


STATEMENT 


On  the  night  of  8 February  1950  at  approximately  1145EST  while  flying 
as  pilot  of  3-29  letting  down  into  traffio  pattern  at  MacDill  AFB  on  a 
heading  of  201  degrees  nagnetio,  nose  of  plane  was  pointed  at  southeast 
side  of  Tampa,  approximately  eighteen  (13)  miles  ahead  I noticed  an  apparent 
meteor  approaohing  from  left  side  of  airplane.  It  didn't  burn  out  and 
continued  on.  When  prior  to  being  directly  over  head  I noticed  that  its 
path  had  an  appearance  of  a rocket  with  terrific  speed  and  holding  level 
flight  attitude  and  straight  heading,  I followed  its  flight  across  the 
plane  remarking  something  like:  "Look  at  that  damned  thing,"  and  moving 

my  head  to  the  side  of  the  wheel  to  see  it  vanish  straight  on  its  course 
to  the  right  of  the  plane,  Cne  (1)  pilot  passenger  got  a glimpse  of  it, 

I feel,  by  his  hearing  my  remark. 

The  speed,  I would  estimate,  would  be  in  excess  of  2000  mph.  The 
flame  remained  constant  behind  the  nose  of  the  flame  for  a distance  of 
at  least  300  feet  (this  depending  on  the  altitude  would  vary)  and  then 
changing  into  a very  dull  glow  in  the  sky.  The  width  of  the  flame  com- 
pared to  the  length  would  be  1 X 10.  If  flame  length  was  300  feet  the 
width  would  be  30  feet.  Sky  was  clear  at  this  time  with  haze  in  lower 
levels,  I don't  think  this  was  a meteor.  I radioed  this  information 
to  Taxpa  Approaoh  Control  immediately  after  sighting. 
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1.  The  fo Hewing  report  on  Unidentified  Flying  Objects  is  submitted  in 
accordance  with  Fifteenth  Air  Force  teletype  IDC  6092 

&•  An  unidentified  flying  object  was  sighted  in  the  vicinity  of 
Tampa,  Florida  at  approximately  23453  8 February  1950. 

b*  The  weather  reported  at  Tanpa  International  Airport  at  23303 
was  scattered  olouds  at  6000  feet,  visibility  15  miles,  temperature  65  de- 
grees F,  dew  point  61  degrees  F,  wind  from  the  northeast  at  8 raph.  There 
were  no  special  weather  reports  of  any  weather  phenomena  issued  between 
2330E  and  00303  by  reporting  stations  in  the  vicinity  of  Tampa. 

o*  The  object  was  sighted  by  the  following* 

(1)  Mr.  L.  C.  Cloney,  Eastern  Airlines  Pilot 

614  Kaoada  Avenue,  Coral  Gables,  Florida,  Phone:  485  667. 

(2)  Major  Holly  IT.  Anderson,  USAF,  6112A 

93rd  Bomb  Group,  Castle  AF3,  California 

Home  Address:  1330  Margtxerite  Street,  Atwater,  California. 

(3)  Mr.  J.  S.  Grier,  Eastern  Airlines  Pilot 

1529  Savagossa,  Coral  Gables,  Florida,  Phone:  872  658 


d.  The  object  was  not  photographed* 

e.  No  sketches  of  object  available  at  the  present  time. 


f.  Object  sighted: 

(1)  one  (1)  object* 

(2) -  Shape:  Rocket  shaped* 

(3)  Size : No  description  available* 

(4)  Color  * No  description  available* 

/ 

(5)  Speed:  Estimated  more  than  2000  mph  by  Major  Anderson. 

(6)  Heading:  All  witnesses  of  the  object  reported  it  on  a 

westerly  heading. 

(7)  Maneuverability:  The  object  was  reported  holding  a straight 

course. 


(8)  Altitude:  No  estimate  of  the  altitude  was  given. 

Major  Anderson  stated  it  was  considerably  highor  than 

hie  flight  altitude  whi  ih  was  7500  feet* 

(9)  Sound:  No  sound  was  reported. 

(10)  Exhaust  Trail:  The  exhaust  trail  or  assumed  exhaust  trail 

was  clearly  visible  to  the  witnesses  and  was  estimated  to 
be  300  feet  long  and  30  feet  in  width* 
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